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MORE  FOOD  AVAILABLE  FOR  EUROPEAN  RELIEF 


president  Trtanan  and  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson  report  that  this 
country  will  ship  large  additional  quantities  of  food  to  Europe  as  soon  as  satis- 
factory financial  arrangements  can  be  made.    In  separate  statements ,  the  President 
and  the  Secretary  indicated  that  European  relief  requirements  could  absorb  most 
surplus  food  production  that  might  appear  in  this  country  the  rest  of  this  year. 

"Substantial  increases  can  be  made  in  our  contributions  of  food  to  UI3RRA  in 
the  next  few  months  if  the  Congress  shortly  appropriates  an  additional 
$550,000,000  (for  UNERA) 3 "  according  to  hr.  Anderson.    He  noted  that  U.  S*  Ex- 
ports of  food  to  Europe  have  been  cut  down  sharply  by  the  expiration  of  lend- 
lease  . 

In  his  statement,  Ilr.  Truman  said  U.  S.  shipments  of  food  for  European  re- 
lief during  the  last  quarter  of  1945  would  include:    150,000,000  pounds  of  meat 
and  meat  products;  70,000,000  bushels  of  wheat;  2C,000  short  tons  of  raw  sugar-  « 
90,000,0^0  pounds,  of  dry  beans  and  peas;  13,000,000  pounds  of  lard.    As  soon  as 
means  of  payment  can  be  arranged,  we  are  prepared  to  ship  these  suppoies; 
60,000,000  pounds  of  cheese;  200,000,000  pounds  of  dry  whole  milk  powder; 
25,000,000  pounds  of  dry  skim  milk  powder;  and  15,000,000  pounds  of  condensed 
milk , 

Both  the  President  and  the  Secretary  said  that  this  country  wants  to  do  its 
part  in  helping  to  restore  health  and  strength  to  the  peoples  who  fought  with  .'us 
in  Europe  and  in  the  Far  East. 


WALLACE  POII^S  OUT  IH70RTAKCE  OF  JOBS 
Secretary  of  Commerce  Henry  A.  Wallace  —  who  served  as  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture from  1933  to  1940  —  says  that  with  full  employment  after  the  var,  the 
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average  person  "ill  eat  96  pounds  of  pork  products  a  year  compared  with  67  pounds 
in  the  years  before  the  warj  25  pounds  of  chicken  compared  with  18  pounds,  75 
pounds  of  oranges  compared  v;ith  4-9  pounds;  3o  percent  more  canned  vegetables,  12 
percent  more  dairy  products-  and  17  percent  more  eggs. 

However 3  if  10  million  people  are  unemployed  after  the  war,  he  says  that  the 
net  income  of  the  average  farmer  vrould  be  sliced  in  half  and  15  million  unemployed 
people  would  cut  the  net  income  of  agriculture  tc  one-fourth  of  what  it  was  in 
1944.    In  his  new  book,  "Sixty  Million  Jobs'1' ,  Ycc .  Wallace  points  out  that  farmers 
would  prefer  to  cooperate  with  industry  for  all-out  production  of  industrial  and 
farm  products  rather  than  to  cooperate  among  themselves  tc  match  a  scarcity  pro- 
gram of  industry, 
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TThilo  it  takes  roughly  about  15  acres  of  land  to  graze  a  cow  for  a  month  in 
the  sagebrush  belt  of  the  western  range  country,  forage  increases  of  from  5  to  12 
fold  are  oossiblc  on  many  of  these  acres  by  planting  them  to  grass.    There  are 
96.5  million  acres  of  sagebrush  lands  on  the  western  ranges,  an  area  nearly  as 
large  as  Montana  and  more  than  three  times  the  size  of  $cw  York  State.    hot  ell 
of  this  land  is  suitable  for  re  seeding. 

GOOD  ■i.GSS  ligAN  ".7JCH  TO  F^gMS 

Farmers  ought  to  pray  for  the  kind,  of  situation  that  demands  good,  rages  be- 
cause that  means  that  industry  is  thriving  and.  the  city  worker  has  lots  of  food 
money  in  his  pocket,  Secretary  of  agriculture  Clinton  F.  .indorson  points  out. 

"Farmers,  being  in  business,  have  to  keep  an  eye  on  relative  costs, "  the 
Secretary  said  recently.    "One  of  the  costs  the  farmer  thinks  about  is  the  cost 
of  labor,    hov;  the  shortsighted,  farmer  may  be  pleased  when  he  can  get  hired  help 
at  a  very  low  wage .    But  the  farsighted  farmer  doesn't  like  that  situation  at 
all.    He  knows  from  past  experience  that  low  farm  rage?  come  with  hard  tines. 
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It  means  that  there  are  not  enough  city  jobs;  that  industry  is  not  producing  at 
anywhere  near  capacity;  and  that  many  industrial  plants  have  curtailed  or  shut  . 
down  operation.  It  means  that  the  farmer  will  not  have  a  good  market  in  which  to 
sell  his  produce.11 

AIDERS  ON  FIZZES  FAR1I  PRICE  OUTLOOK 
Under  full  employment  farm  prices  could  be  expected  to  average  around  parity, 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  Clinton  F.  Andersen  believes.      "That  would  represent 
some  decline  from  present  prices  for  most  products/'  he  says.    "But  it  would  mean 
that  we  could  forget  about  the  spectre  that  has  haunted  the  minds  of  many  of  us  — 
the  fear  that  .American  agriculture  might  be  doomed  to  repeat  the  horrible  night- 
mare of  twenty-five  years  ago,  after  the  first  Acrid  "war,  when  farm  prices  dropped 
more  than  fifty  percent  in  the  space  of  twelve  months." 

F.JSi  BRIEFS 

Secretary  of  Agriculture  Aiderson  says  that  propserity  is  the  people's 
business  and  that  we  can  achieve  it  only  by  cooperation  between  every  economic 
group. 

The  USDA  Reports  that  at  least  3  million  farmers  hold  membership  in  the  more 
than  19,000  farmer-owned  and  farmer-controlled  cooperative  associations  and  mutual 
companies  operating  in  the  U.  S.  of  which  more  than  10,000  are  engaged  in  market- 
ing farm  products  and  purchasing  farm  supplies. 

The  August  sheep  slaughter  under  Federal  inspection  was  the  smallest  for 
the  month  since  1941  and  the  hog  slaughter,  47  percent  under  last  year,  was  the 
smallest  August  slaughter  since  1937  and  with  the  exception  of  1935  and  1937  the 
smallest  since  1920. 
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